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BY STEVE PARNS
sleve ke nmaday com

f McDonald's has served

mare than 250 billson

hamburgers sinoe th

golden arches fisst ap-

ared im 1L, how many

indsvidual fries has the fst-
foeed chain served? Talk
about super-sizing.

Yex, the pmzﬁu e
wnrt-;.l';hn'u:lsl u1:i]igi..'|r|.
viepetable, It's in that sepse
of tuber ublquity that Lake
Grove artist and itinerand
teacher Jeffrey Alben Price
curstes “Oecupying Potabo:
The Cult of the Potlato 2011

Thirty articts (roem L2 Cour-
trics ¥ every gallery,

ifl-ghap wall and hallway of
the Tslip An Musewum.

“Thc 1o is wery pro-
nounced in our vernacular,”
says Price, whose spud fasci-
nation began when he onga-
nized a Potato Festival ana
Missouri State Univessity
student i@ 19906, “We speak of
acontroversial polatical issac
a5 3 hot poetato, Anything
subaiantive is meas ansd
potsoes A lary person s a
pouch potato. There's no
other vegetable so embedded
16 ouar | "

He has a potnt, A stalker is
0l knvan as an ASpAraguas,
although o skinmy guy muy be
referred toas a siring bean

POTATO FIELDS
Recognizing Long [dand's

gonmbclion 1o the earhy

harvest, the exhibit notes

WHAT “Occupying

Poiatn™

WHEN | WHERE

Eeception: -4 pum.

Sunddry, 10 -4 pum

‘Wetdressdays-Satwrdays,

ndn-4 pum. Sundans

thrsugh Mov. 18,

shp art Musesm.

50 Irish Lane. East kslhip
ISSIOM 13

sugpested donation
&A1-224 540,
sliparbmuseum.ong

that Levittown was built oa
blighted potato felds. The
Barme b‘.iggi?ﬂuwd Ircland's
Great Potato Famine, repre-
sented in a model of Brian
Taolle's *“Fhytophthara in-
festans™ (the scientific name
af the infestation), an upend-
ed wheelbarrow with split
potatoes desigmed for the
Irish Hunger Memorial, and
[talian-American [kala Scan-
ga's “Fotabe Famine 817 a

Contemporary

“| Mever Get Tired of Sayi
viden installation, is part

post on which murphies ane
impaled. Becovery is suggest-
od in Irish amist Eimmear
¥ Connor's 2011 glass seulp-
ture “Regrowth (II1L™

Bt “Cecupying Pofato”
isn't just feast or famine,
wvidka and vichyssoise, “The
potato is empirically funny.”
Price says. He cites Paal
MeMabin as a potatohead
shakisg hands with Soupy
Sales, Fellow Missouri State
alum and conceptual artist
Chad Woody's 2012 “Potate
Oecupation,” a Hisrony-
TaLEs &ich-hgw landsca ;
popalated by brown- , godd- .
Et'uF:-l-ﬁl'-ﬁ] parple-skinned

collections

WHAT M you're an pour way b see the major “Chagall™
exhabit. don't overlook Nassaw's Contemparary
Collectors Gallery upstars. Julke Tremblay, (=i, made
de-size sculpiures and installations out of indusiniad
debris. offerng a peek inla each work™s miericr.

Sydrey Chestam-Chaprnan mixes worant cobors to
create figurative scenes in her paintings and watercolors,
Bath are Mew York City artists

WHEN | WHERE 11 aurm-d:d3 pon, Tuesdays-Sundays
through Mov. 4. Nassau County Mussum of At

1 Museurn Dr, Roshyn Harbor

ADMISSION £4-310, 22 parking on weekends;
nassaumuREETLOrg, 316-484-9337

= STEVE PREES

Potate,” Jeffrey Allen Price's
the “"Oecupying Polato” exhibst.

riveolutbonaries, (Several
pheces were crexted speclil-
cally for this show, Frice
says.} An Installation by
Woody pays homage to
Henry Spalding, whe first
cultivated the [daho potabio

1N HIS OWHN WORDS

Price, who teaches at
Massau Community College,
Suffolk County Community
College and Jamaica's York
College, created a perfor-
mance videa, I Mever Criet
Tired of Saying Podata,”
featuring the artist repeating
the l.'-ur!ﬁ in myriad coptexis.

“Unpacking My Potate
Collection” meanwhile,
stuffs the museam's Hisbor-
cal Room with prints, toals
and arvwork gleaned from
Price’s two decades of re-
search. In the museum shop,
Archie Rand's potabo prings
include a mosaic of taters
carved into stamp shapes,

“My long-term vision,™
Price says, “is o curmte a
ghow of major artists ata
majar museam.” Maybe then
hae"d have the clout b0 atirss
o of the world's grear

masterpieces on his fvorie
subject — Van Gogh's “The
Potato Enters™



